
 

 
At its meeting on 7 December 2016, the Sustainable Development Committee considered the business referred to below.  
The Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the Committee has 
exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 
Item Title Agenda 

Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of Meeting 
of 28 September 
2016 
 

1  The Minute of Meeting of 28 September 2016 was approved. 

Minute of Meeting 
Fisheries Joint 
Consultative 
Committee of 18 
November 2016 
 

2  The Minute of Meeting of the Fisheries Joint Consultative Committee of 18 November 
2016 was approved. 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

3  The Chairman declared an interest as a member of the Harris Tweed Association and 
left the meeting during consideration of Item 23. 
 
Mrs Catriona Stewart declared an interest as a member of the Harris Tweed 
Association and left the meeting during consideration of Item 23. 
 
 

Outer Hebrides 
Community Land 
Buy-Outs 
 

4  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report and agree to 
continue to support the Community Land Sector going forward.  
 

Performance 
Management 
(Development) 
2016/17:  Quarter 2 
 

5  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) continue to scrutinise Business Plan performance through Interplan and through 

engagement with the Quarter 2 Performance Monitoring Presentation. 
 
(2) authorise the Director of Development, in consultation with the Chair and Vice-

Chairman of Sustainable Development Committee, the Chair and Vice-Chair of 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, the Chief Executive and the 
Director of Technical Services to prepare and submit a response on behalf of the 
Comhairle to the Stornoway Port Master plan consultation by the deadline of 13 
January 2017;  and 

 
(3) invite representatives of the Outer Hebrides Energy Group to provide an update 

to the next meeting of the Energy Member Officer Working Group. 
 
 

Performance 
Management (Sport 
and Health) 
2016/17:  Quarter 2 
 

6  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle continue to scrutinise Business Plan 
performance through Interplan and through engagement with the Performance 
Monitoring Presentation. 
 

Single Outcome 
Agreement 2013-
2023:  Measuring 
Success 2016/16 
Annual Report 
 

7  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle note the Single Outcome Agreement Measuring 
Success 2015/16 Annual Report at Appendix 2. 
 

Support for Local 
Sports Councils 
 

8  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve continued support for the 
local Sports Councils through devolving £13k to the Lewis and Harris Sports Council 
and £8.5k to the Uist and Barra Sports Council from the 2015/2016 Sports and 
Games Budget. 
 

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 14 DECEMBER 2016 
 
COMMITTEE DECISION REPORT 
 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 7 DECEMBER 2016 



 
Play Areas and 
Play parks 
Consultation 
Proposal 
 

9  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle authorise the Director of Education and Children’s 
Services to undertake community consultation on the basis of the proposed list of play 
areas identified in the Appendix to the Report. 

Outer Hebrides 
Local Development 
Plan 2 – Proposed 
Plan 
 

10  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) approve the Proposed Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan as set out in 

Appendix 1 to the Report and associated documents for formal public 
consultation; 

 
(2) authorise the Director of Development in consultation with the Chair of the 

Sustainable Development Committee, to finalise the Proposed Plan and 
associated documents;  and 

 
(3) authorise the Director for Development to undertake consultation and report 

back on the outcome. 
 

Joint Nature 
Conservation 
Committee/Scottish 
Natural Heritage 
Consultation on a 
Proposed Special 
Protection Area for 
Seas off St. Kilda 
 

11  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) agree the Draft Comhairle response to the Joint Nature Conservation 

Committee/Scottish Natural Heritage consultation on the proposed Special 
Protection Area for the Seas off St Kilda detailed in Appendix 2 to the Report; 
subject to the strengthening of comments at question 2 to the consultation;  and 

 
(2) renew the call of October 2014 to the Scottish Government to place a 10 year 

moratorium on any new designations in or around the Outer Hebrides. 
 

Comhairle Support 
to the Community 
Renewable Sector 
 

12  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the contents of the Report and 
the significant contribution that the Comhairle has made to the Outer Hebrides 
Community Renewables sector. 

UK Government 
Consultation 
Treatment of Non-
Mainland GB 
Onshore Wind 
Projects 
 

13  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) agree the Draft Comhairle Response at Appendix 1 to the Report;  
 
(2) agree to liaise with developers and regulators in relation to the finalisation of the 

consultation response; 
 
(3) authorise the Director of Development, in consultation with the Energy Member 

Officer Working Group, to submit the final Comhairle Response to the 
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy on the ‘Contracts for 
Difference: Treatment of Non-Mainland GB Onshore Wind Projects’ 
Consultation;  and 

 
(4) authorise the Director of Development to organise a Renewable Seminar and 

include all key Governmental, regulatory and developer stakeholders. 
 

Museum and 
Archive Storage 
Update 
 

14  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 

Museum nan Eilean 
Forward Plan 
 

15  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the Museum nan Eilean 
Forward Plan 2017-2020 in the Appendix to the Report. 

Accreditation 
Scheme:  Museum 
nan Eilean – 
Polices 
 

16  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve: 
 
(1) the Museum nan Eilean Collections Care and Conservation Policy at Appendix 1 

to the Report;  and 
 
(2) the Museum nan Eilean Collections Documentation Policy at Appendix 2 to the 

Report. 
 



 
Review of 
Branch/Community 
Libraries 
 

17 * It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle agree: 
 
(1) the closure of Shawbost Public Library and Daliburgh Public Library; 
 
(2) a reduction in opening hours to 25 hours per week at Tarbert and Castlebay 

Libraries as detailed in paragraph 6.1 of the Report; 
 
(3) to revise the current opening hours to better suit local needs and report back to 

the February 2017 Series of Meetings; 
 
(4) to undertake a review of the current staffing structure to ensure the long term 

sustainability of the Libraries Service; 
 
(5) the proposed use of the Library Coffee Shop for a MakerSpace project and to 

set up a consultative group of local partners and organisations to ensure that 
community needs were met;  and 

 
(6) that any savings generated from the review process will be channelled, in the 

first instance, to supporting the development of community library hubs. 
 

Outer Hebrides 
Creative and 
Cultural Industries 
Strategy to 2020 
 

18  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the Outer Hebrides Creative 
and Cultural Industries Strategy 2017-2020 detailed in the Report. 
 

Scottish 
Government 
Enterprise and 
Skills Review:  
Phase 1  
 

19  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree to: 
 
(1) note the publication of ‘Enterprise and Skills Review: Report on Phase 1’ by the 

Scottish Government; 
 
(2) contribute to the implementation of Phase 2;  and 
 
(3) write to the Scottish Government and to Dr. Alasdair Allan, MSP registering 

strong concern in regard to the removal of the Board of Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and reiterating the Comhairle’s policy position around the need to 
focus economic development effort on islands area and on the most 
disadvantaged communities. 

 

Ceolas – Cnoc 
Soilleir Project 
 

20  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree to: 
 
(1) support the aims and objectives of the Cnoc Soilleir Project; and 
 
(2) seek to identify opportunities to identify capital support to the Project. 
 

Outer Hebrides 
Countryside Trust 
 

21  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve an allocation of up to £50k 
from the Comhairle Revenue Match Fund to support the funding bid to the Coastal 
Communities Fund for the “Hebridean Way – Becoming One of Scotland’s Great 
Trails” Project to enable the establishment of the Outer Hebrides Countryside Trust. 
 

Reports 
Outstanding 
 

22  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

  URGENT ITEM 

Inward Investment 
Proposal for 
Carloway Mill 

23 * It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) authorise the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader, the Vice-

Chairman of the Sustainable Development Committee, the Director of 
Development and the Director of Finance and Corporate Resources to maintain 
dialogue with the parties involved with the potential inward investment to 
Carloway Mill and determine the most appropriate form of any investment for 
the Comhairle to make in order to secure the investment, protect the jobs 
associated with the Mill and safeguard the Comhairle’s position, subject to the 
Chief Executive being satisfied that the Comhairle’s position was adequately 
secured;  and 

 
(2) in terms of Paragraph 17 of the Scheme of Administration, the Committee 

determine recommendation (1) above on behalf of the Comhairle under 
delegated powers, to enable a timely and efficient conclusion, in parallel with 
the timescales required by the various interested parties to the proposed 
inward investment, on the basis that the recommendation is not contentious 
and does not breach a major policy consideration of the Comhairle. 

 


